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Karen National Liberation Army
G- Branch
Kawthoolei

Campaign Taw Naw
Congratulate, Wishes, and a Word of Caution

By
Brdg. Gen. Tamla Thaw

Date-June 1°,2024

Due to clashes that occurred on the Asia Highway, our supporters asked us for permission to
launch a fundraising campaign. This matter was brought to the leadership of the KNU/KNLA for
consideration. A series of discussions took place concerning the campaign’s accountability and
transparency and to ensure it went according to plan. We then contacted those who were willing to help
with this fundraising campaign, and the campaign was subsequently initiated.

To begin, | would like to honor and salute my people, leaders and comrades who have sacrificed
their bodies, blood, and lives in battlefields. At the same time, | truly value our leaders and comrades who
continue to courageously face our enemies. | would like to extend my sincere sympathy to my fellow
citizens who have had to flee and become displaced due to their homes being continuously burned down
by the SAC. | hope that this nightmare will end quickly. We must unite and work together for it to happen.
It is very important the target we have set is clearly aimed straight at our common enemy.

| can confirm that from the top leaders of the KNLA to its private soldiers, they are doing
everything to the best of their ability. Look at what happened around the town of Myawaddy recently. As
a result of this beautifully crafted operation and well-executed tactics, our KNLA-led troops, along with
other Revolutionary Forces, took control of Thinganyinaw, one of our enemies’ key military strategic
outposts. This victory is so massive that we collected two 122-mm Howitzers, which has never occurred
in the history of the Karen Revolution. Moreover, this strategic military outpost is situated on the Asia



Highway, a highway that not only geographically creates a bilateral relationship between Thailand and
Burma but connects the entire region in Southeast Asia. Thus, this victory could potentially create changes
throughout Burma. The damage caused from this battle to SAC’s military, politics, economy, and dignity
are undeniably immense.

The KNU has a written military policy and operational guidelines that are in accordance with its
political policy. Hence, any planned operations must be in line with and consistently support the KNU’s
political objectives. It is imperative our army be well disciplined, carry out orders as instructed, and avoid
any acts that could potentially harm our political objectives. To be a professional army, we must avoid
breaking the law of war and strictly adhere to our military code of conduct. The public, who are the parents
of our army, must take care of the army, offer encouragement, and support our work accordingly.

Although the SAC’s ground commanders generally take control and carry out operations on their
own, this was not the case after KNLA-led forces took over one of their key military strategic points,
Thinganyinaung, which sits on Asia Highway. The SAC’s second-in-command arrived in Mauleimyaing and
assumed direct oversight from the ground troops and began to lead what is now known as a national
operation. He began to mobilize its various forces including air, mechanic, and navy forces in
Mauleimyaing with the intent to launch operations against our main objective.

We have learned that the SAC’s lobbyists relentlessly deploy psychological warfare by mixing fact
with misinformation, attempting to portray themselves as being on the side of the revolutionary forces.
They are doing this to attract more followers to their news outlets. Once we are demoralized and have
lost focus on their main targeted operations, they will use the opportunity to immediately crush our
forces.

In order to defend against our enemies’ attempt to retake control of Thinganyinaung, there are two
history lessons we must learn from:

1. The Battle of Three Pagodas and;
2. The Battle of Maetawaw

1. The Battle of three Pagodas (1988)

The Battle of Three Pagodas took place in 1988. This was due to territorial disputes which unfortunately
lead to armed conflict between our forces and those of our allies. This is not a battle against the Burma
army dictatorship. Although it was an armed conflict that occurred between us and our allies, its result
benefitted the Burma army dictatorship tremendously.



2.The Battle of Maetawaw (1988)

In 1988, the enemy’s military outposts in Maetawaw were easily seized by our forces. Due to these losses
in key areas, the Burma Army sent Gen. Maung Hla from its headquarters to launch a national operation,
with the aim of retaking control of the lost outposts. Their ground troops were no longer overseeing
operations. Gen. Maung Hla quickly arrived in Shanywathit and assumed command of the operation
himself. After securing the area, he began to construct roads, send reinforcements and ammunition, and
began to ferociously attack Maetawaw with heavy weapons. As a result of this heavy bombardment, our
troops soon had to withdraw from Maetawaw.

After analyzing these two battles, which took place along the Thai-Burma border, we learned that
we must have a clear operation objective in place. We must not fall into the trap set up by our enemies
through the deployment of dirty media tricks. We must always be mindful of not to strengthen our
enemies’ forces. Moreover, it is critical we must aim directly at our enemies, which is our sole target. To
quickly bring about the collapse of the military dictatorship, we have established a military strategy and
tactics. Furthermore, the Karen National Union has laid down its strategy for political affairs. To ensure
our governing body and military affairs work conjointly, a policy is being created. In places and towns that
have been taken by our forces, the plans have been laid to install our administrative offices and fulfil
governmental duties.

| would like to conclude with a word of caution by saying that although our enemies’ morale has
been significantly diminished, they still possess sufficient weapons and equipment needed to wage war
at any given time. They can and will use them to wage a long-term war so that we are running out of
ammunition. Once our ammunition is out and resources become limited, they will begin to launch an
offensive against us. Their core objective and ability to maneuver complex tactics cannot be
underestimated. The battle that has taken place on the Asia Highway will be recognized as one of the
most significant national victories in the history of the Karen Revolution. Thus, to avoid making the same
mistakes that were made during the two battles mentioned previously, it is essential we learn from our
past. Rumors have been widely circulated but our focus must stay tight; we must aim at crushing enemie’s
main strategy. To do this, we urgently need support and cooperation from all of you.

Thank you,

B

Brig. Gen. Tamla Thaw
General Staff Officer (Grade-1)

Karen National Liberation Army



